
Geography

Newport, Tennessee is situated along the Pigeon River in an area where the Foothills of the Great Smoky Mountains
descend into the French Broad and Nolichucky drainage basins. English Mountain rises prominently to the southwest
and Hall Top Mountain rises to the southeast, with the Pigeon River cutting a valley between the two. The Great Smoky
Mountains National Park boundary passes some 10 miles to the south. 

The confluence of the French Broad, Nolichucky, and Pigeon occurs 10 miles northwest of Newport in an area once
known as Forks-of-the-River. This area now comprises the northeastern section of Douglas Lake, which was created by
an impoundment of the French Broad by the Tennessee Valley Authority in the 1940s. The French Broad eventually
merges with the Holston River in Knoxville to form the Tennessee River, some 30 miles to the west. 

Several major federal highways intersect at Newport. Interstate 40 passes through the town's southern section appx. 30
miles northeast of the North Carolina border. U.S. Route 321 runs perpendicular to I-40, approaching Newport from
Cosby to the south. U.S. Route 411 merges with U.S. Route 70 in Carson Springs and the merged road enters Newport
from the west, intersecting US-321 in downtown Newport. US-70 continues east to Del Rio, Tennessee and Hot Springs,
North Carolina, while US-321 turns north and crosses the Pigeon and French Broad en route to Greeneville and
northeastern Tennessee. 

For more information, click here. 
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